
What Kind of Writer Would You Like to Be? 
What Kind of Writing Would You Like to Produce? 

 
Please read through the quotes below.  

Put a star next to FIVE that speak to this. 
 
The role of a writer is not to say what we all can say, but what we are unable to say.  ~Anaïs Nin 
 
 
Writing is a socially acceptable form of schizophrenia.  ~E.L. Doctorow 
 
 
A word is not the same with one writer as with another.  One tears it from his guts.  The other pulls it out of his overcoat 
pocket.  ~Charles Peguy 
 
 
And by the way, everything in life is writable about if you have the outgoing guts to do it, and the imagination to 
improvise.  The worst enemy to creativity is self-doubt.  ~Sylvia Plath 
 
 
I would hurl words into this darkness and wait for an echo, and if an echo sounded, no matter how faintly, I would send 
other words to tell, to march, to fight, to create a sense of hunger for life that gnaws in us all.  ~Richard Wright, American 
Hunger, 1977 
 
 
I try to leave out the parts that people skip.  ~Elmore Leonard 
 
 
If there's a book you really want to read, but it hasn't been written yet, then you must write it.  ~Toni Morrison 
 
 
What I like in a good author is not what he says, but what he whispers.  ~Logan Pearsall Smith, "All Trivia," Afterthoughts, 
1931 
 
 
The act of putting pen to paper encourages pause for thought, this in turn makes us think more deeply about life, which 
helps us regain our equilibrium.  ~Norbet Platt 
 
 
Writing became such a process of discovery that I couldn't wait to get to work in the morning:  I wanted to know what I 
was going to say.  ~Sharon O'Brien 
 
 
I'm not a very good writer, but I'm an excellent rewriter.  ~James Michener 
 
The time to begin writing an article is when you have finished it to your satisfaction.  By that time you begin to clearly and 
logically perceive what it is you really want to say.  ~Mark Twain 
 
 
The wastebasket is a writer's best friend.  ~Isaac Bashevis Singer 
 
 
Fill your paper with the breathings of your heart.  ~William Wordsworth 
 
 
The pages are still blank, but there is a miraculous feeling of the words being there, written in invisible ink and clamoring 
to become visible.  ~Vladimir Nabakov 
 
 
Don't tell me the moon is shining; show me the glint of light on broken glass.  ~Anton Chekhov 
 
 



Easy reading is damn hard writing.  ~Nathaniel Hawthorne 
 
 
Ink and paper are sometimes passionate lovers, oftentimes brother and sister, and occasionally mortal enemies.  ~Emme 
Woodhull-Bäche 
 
 
Metaphors have a way of holding the most truth in the least space.  ~Orson Scott Card 
 
 
A metaphor is like a simile.  ~Author Unknown (I SERIOUSLY THINK JENNA CAME UP WITH THIS ONE. IT SOUNDS 
SOOOOO LIKE HER : ) ) 
 
 
The difference between the right word and the almost right word is the difference between lightning and a lightning bug.  
~Mark Twain 
 
 
The story I am writing exists, written in absolutely perfect fashion, some place, in the air.  All I must do is find it, and copy 
it.  ~Jules Renard, "Diary," February 1895 
 
 
Proofread carefully to see if you any words out.  ~Author Unknown 
 
 
A writer is someone who can make a riddle out of an answer.  ~Karl Kraus 
 
I love writing.  I love the swirl and swing of words as they tangle with human emotions.  ~James Michener 
 
 
Writing is my time machine, takes me to the precise time and place I belong.  ~Jeb Dickerson 
 
 
If my doctor told me I had only six minutes to live, I wouldn't brood.  I'd type a little faster.  ~Isaac Asimov 
 
 
I love being a writer.  What I can't stand is the paperwork.  ~Peter De Vries 
 
 
Words - so innocent and powerless as they are, as standing in a dictionary, how potent for good and evil they become in 
the hands of one who knows how to combine them.  ~Nathaniel Hawthorne 
 
 
A critic can only review the book he has read, not the one which the writer wrote.  ~Mignon McLaughlin, The Neurotic's 
Notebook, 1960 
 
 
Writing, I think, is not apart from living.  Writing is a kind of double living.  The writer experiences everything twice.  
Once in reality and once in that mirror which waits always before or behind.  ~Catherine Drinker Bowen, Atlantic, 
December 1957 
 
 
To me, the greatest pleasure of writing is not what it's about, but the inner music the words make.  ~Truman Capote, 
McCall's, November 1967 
 
 
Storytelling reveals meaning without committing the error of defining it.  ~Hannah Arendt 
 
 
It seems to me that the problem with diaries, and the reason that most of them are so boring, is that every day we vacillate 
between examining our hangnails and speculating on cosmic order.  ~Ann Beattie, Picturing Will, 1989 
 
 



For me, a page of good prose is where one hears the rain [and] the noise of battle.  ~John Cheever 
 
 
Do not put statements in the negative form. 
And don't start sentences with a conjunction. 
If you reread your work, you will find on rereading that a 
great deal of repetition can be avoided by rereading and editing. 
Never use a long word when a diminutive one will do. 
Unqualified superlatives are the worst of all. 
De-accession euphemisms. 
If any word is improper at the end of a sentence, a linking verb is. 
Avoid trendy locutions that sound flaky. 
Last, but not least, avoid cliches like the plague. 
~William Safire, "Great Rules of Writing" 
 
 
No one means all he says, and yet very few say all they mean, for words are slippery and thought is viscous.  ~Henry 
Brooks Adams, The Education of Henry Adams, 1907 
 
 
Writing is easy:  All you do is sit staring at a blank sheet of paper until drops of blood form on your forehead.  ~Gene 
Fowler 
 
 
Write down the thoughts of the moment.  Those that come unsought for are commonly the most valuable.  ~Francis Bacon 
 
 
The expression "to write something down" suggests a descent of thought to the fingers whose movements immediately 
falsify it.  ~William Gass, "Habitations of the Word," Kenyon Review, October 1984 
 
 
Be obscure clearly.  ~E.B. White  
 
 
Everywhere I go I'm asked if I think the university stifles writers.  My opinion is that they don't stifle enough of them.  
There's many a bestseller that could have been prevented by a good teacher.  ~Flannery O'Connor 
 
 
Being an author is like being in charge of your own personal insane asylum.  ~Graycie Harmon 
 
 
It seems to me that those songs that have been any good, I have nothing much to do with the writing of them.  The words 
have just crawled down my sleeve and come out on the page.  ~Joan Baez 
 
 
Every great writer is a writer of history, let him treat on almost any subject he may.  ~Walter Savage Landor, Imaginary 
Conversation: Diogenes and Plato 
 
 
I want to write books that unlock the traffic jam in everybody's head.  ~John Updike 
 
 
Drama, instead of telling us the whole of a man's life, must place him in such a situation, tie such a knot, that when it is 
untied, the whole man is visible.  ~Leo Tolstoy 
 
 
Every author in some way portrays himself in his works, even if it be against his will.  ~Goethe 


